
 
  
  

“I’M GOING TO MAKE A HUGE SCORE   
BETTING ON MANNY IN THIS FIGHT!” 

- World-Famous Freddie Roach 

  
             LOS ANGELES (June 19, 2019) – Under the watchful eyes of world-famous Freddie 

Roach and Vice Mayor Buboy Fernandez, Senator Manny “Pacman” Pacquiao (61-7-2, 39 
KOs), the Philippines' national treasure, boxer laureate and the sweet science’s only eight-
division world champion, kicked off his U.S. training camp with eight rounds of sparring.  Not 
bad for the jet lagged fighter who arrived at LAX after a 19-hour flight on Saturday night to a 
throng of media and fans.  After five weeks of training in the Philippines, Manny is back at 
Roach’s Wild Card Boxing Club in Hollywood, Calif., preparing for his third world championship 
fight in the past 12 months.  Amazin’ Manny has begun the most intense part of his training and 
conditioning for his battle against undefeated WBA welterweight super champion Keith “One 
Time” Thurman (29-0, 22 KOs), from Clearwater, Florida.    

  

            Pacquiao and Thurman will battle in a welterweight world title attraction that headlines 

a PBC on FOX Sports Pay-Per-View event,Saturday, July 20, live from the MGM Grand 

Garden Arena in Las Vegas, beginning at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT.        

  

And for the first time in many years, Manny, 40, and ten years Thurman's senior, has 

been installed as an underdog by major sports & race books around the world. 

  

“I haven’t made a bet in a long time, but the oddsmakers have brought me back.  I’m 

going to make a huge score betting on Manny in this fight,” said Roach.  “Manny loves beating 

undefeated fighters, especially the younger ones.  Heck, at this stage of the game, everyone 

Manny faces is younger.  But that makes it fun for Manny.  And when Manny is having fun, his 

opponents had better watch out.  I was very pleased with Manny’s first day at Wild Card.  Buboy 

and Justin [Fortune] have him in great condition for the rigors of this part of training camp.  We 

were scheduled for six rounds of sparring and Manny insisted on going eight with two sparring 

partners.  He’s running the Hollywood Hills like a deer.  Nobody has the work ethic and 

conditioning like Manny.  I can already see we are going to have to hold him back throughout 

camp. 

  



“This is a great matchup.  Thurman has youth and size.  I’m sure he will come into the 

ring with 160 pounds behind his big right hand.  Manny will be under 150,” Roach 

continued.  “But we will have speed and movement.  Winning this fight will come down to taking 

chances.  Manny proved in his last two fights, against Matthysse and Broner, that he has his 

killer instinct back.  Thurman better be prepared to shoot the works.”    

  

************************* 

  

Pacquiao and Thurman will battle in a welterweight world title attraction that headlines 

a PBC on FOX Sports Pay-Per-View event beginning at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT.  In a battle of 

unbeatens, IBF super middleweight world champion Caleb "Sweethands" Plant (28-0, 10 

KOs), from Nashville, will make the first defense of his title against the pride of the University of 

Notre Dame Mike Lee (21-0, 11 KOs), from Chicago, in the main event of FOX PBC Fight 

Night and on FOX Deportes preceding the Pay-Per-View and beginning at 7 p.m. ET/4 p.m. 

PT.  The respective world championship showdowns will take place on Saturday, July 20 at 

the MGM Grand Garden Arena.  

  

            Click HERE for Fighter Bios 

  

            Promoted by MP Promotions, Mayweather Promotions and TGB Promotions, remaining 

tickets to this world championship event can be purchased online through AXS.com, charge by 

phone at 866-740-7711 or in person at any MGM Resorts International box office.  Plant vs. Lee 

is presented by TGB Promotions and Sweethands Promotions. 

  

For more information:  

visit www.premierboxingchampions.com, http://www.foxsports.com/presspass/homepageand www.foxde

portes.com, follow on Twitter @PremierBoxing, @PBConFOX, @FOXSports, @FOXDeportes, 

@MayweatherPromo, @TGBPromotions and @Swanson_Comm or become a fan on Facebook 

at www.Facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions, www.facebook.com/foxsports,www.facebook.com/fox

deportes and www.facebook.com/MayweatherPromotions. 

  

 

#          #          # 

 

  

CONTACTS: 

Fred Sternburg, Manny Pacquiao: (303) 548-0707 / Toofred@aol.com 

Swanson Communications:  (202) 783-5500 / contact@swansonpr.com   

Tim Smith, Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com 
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Hanna Bolt, Keith Thurman:  hanna@boltemedia.com  

Nicole Craig, Mayweather Promotions: (702) 807-1788 

TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 

John Stouffer, FOX Sports: john.stouffer@fox.com 

Benjamin Spencer, FOX Deportes: benjamin.spencer@fox.com 

Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6700 
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